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  PROBES
In his solo project Probes, Wesley Meuris casts a new glance at the current 
human condition and the multifaceted ways in which our daily lives are 
constantly being mediated by machines. Our perception of space has 
become increasingly technology-driven through the use of ingenious 
devices such as satellites, drones and robotic vehicles. Devices that testify 
to the human ingenuity, but that also put our place in the universe into 
perspective. Meuris’ abstract sculptures or architectural objects are visual 
echoes of the countless satellites that drift around in space, busily surveying 
planet Earth. It is clear that, apart from gaining scientific knowledge, there 
are also military-industrial, political and economic motives at play. 

In the current exhibition, Wesley Meuris addresses the uniqueness of 
the “vertical gaze” and the way it affects our view of both man and the 
world. In our upward gaze, we also project that which makes us human, 
all too human. Take, for instance, the way in which the cool, machine-like 
interior of space capsules has been adapted to suit domestic decorum. 
Meuris’ abstract visual vocabulary is rooted in that of Modernism, yet it 
simultaneously probes for a more human connection via seemingly trivial 
details such as loose cables and fragmented organisms. Probes is a spatial 
constellation of capsules and panels that encourages the visitor to ask 
fundamental questions: does this techno-scientific language change the 
human scale in relation to the universe, and how? Is man becoming an 
abstract entity or is abstraction linked to our current condition of existence? 
The “cosmic caravan” (Vlad Ionescu) is not only the result of a crystal-clear, 
objectifying gaze, it is also a visual scenography that seeks meaning in a 
computerised world.



Debris, 2020 
print on paper/ 80 x 64 cm



Tapestry of Orbits, 2021 
wood, reflecting glass, lettering / 420 x 700 x 500 cm



Assembly Panel (VI), 2021 
wood, rope/ 210 x 365 x 12 cm



Probe (V), 2021 
wood, glass, metal / 11 0 x 110 x 145 cm



Assembly Panel (V), 2021 
wood, cloth / 1 80 x 1 20 x 8 cm





The Edition - Plant Tropism, 2021 
assemblage/ 83 x 102 cm



The Role of Nature in Human Existence, 2021 
wood, grind and plants / 165 x 165













Observation Satellite - Planetary Resources - M83, 2020 
pencil and watercolor on paper/ 56 x 50 cm

Observation Satellite - Planetary Resources - M101, 2020 
pencil and watercolor on paper/ 56 x 50 cm





Verticality, 2020 
print and assemblage on paper/ 165 x 165 cm





Wesley Meuris (1977) is conducting visual research into the functioning of 
exhibition mechanisms and the production and presentation of scientific knowledge.  
In the past year, he has expanded his oeuvre to include a new chapter, which has 
previously led to the exhibition Verticality (Annie Gentils Gallery, 2020) and an 
eponymous publication (2021). Meuris studied Sculpture at LUCA School of Arts 
in Brussels and attended the post-academic programme of the HISK in Antwerp.  
In 2017 he obtained a PhD in the arts at Sint Lucas Antwerp and the University of 
Antwerp.  He is currently conducting postgraduate research and is a tutor in the 
Advanced Master at Sint Lucas Antwerp. Wesley Meuris’ work has been exhibited at   
SMAK in Ghent (2020), Centre Pompidou (2018), Musée des Arts Contemporains 
du Grand Hornu (2017), WIELS in Brussels (2017), Kunsthalle in Vienna (2016), Le 
Confort Moderne in Poitiers (2016), ISCP in Brooklyn (2016), Mu. ZEE in Ostend 
(2015), BF15 in Lyon (2014), Kunsthalle Rotterdam (2014), Casino Luxembourg 
forum d’art Contemporain (2012), M HKA in Antwerp (2010), De Bond in Bruges 
(2010), Fresnoy in Tourcoing (2010), MAMAC in Liège (2010), Art & Essai Galerie 
in Rennes (2010).

www.wesleymeuris.be


